Staphylococci are one of the most common isolates from blood culture specimens,' and may be reliably distinguished from streptococci by Gram Commerical slide agglutination kits for the identification of S aureus are widely used as they are particularly convenient and technically simple. However, they have been principally designed for isolates grown on solid culture media.4 Previous reports have suggested that sensitivity, though not specificity, may be reduced if slide agglutination tests are performed directly from blood culture broths. [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] Such studies have often excluded many of the commercial kits commonly available in the UK. We have therefore re-evaluated the role of the slide agglutination method for the rapid identification of S aureus from patients with bacteraemia and compared its performance with a direct-tube coagulase (DTC) test. Methods BACTEC Plus/F blood culture vials from patients with suspected bacteraemia were studied retrospectively using the BACTEC 9240 system. Vials, culture positive for S aureus or CNS, were stored at -200C pending analys1s.
Blood culture broth (8-10 ml) was centrifuged at 700 rpm for 10 minutes to remove red blood cells. The supernatant was then centrifuged at 3000 rpm for a further 10 minutes. The pellet was suspended in 0.5 ml sterile saline.7 8 Slide agglutination tests were performed using one drop of the pellet suspension. 
